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SUB J : AMBASSADOR'S ROLE IN DEALING WITH PRESSING GLOBAL PROBLEMS 
- POPULATION GROWTH AND ADEQUATE FOOD PRODUCTION 

RREF: STATE 197792 

1 . 1 REGRET THE INADVERTENT OVERSIGHT IN FAILING PREVIOUSLY 
TO RESPOND TO THE REFTEL. 

2. DURING THE LAST YEAR I HAVE DISCUSSED WITH VIRTUALLY 
ALL THE LEADERSHIP OF THE GOP THE OBVIOUS AND PRESSING 
NEED TO IMPROVE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN PERU. THIS 
THEME WAS MOST RECENTLY EMPHASIZED IN A LENGTHY CONVER- 
SATION I HAD WITH MINISTER OF FINANCE SILVA RUETE ON 
AUGUST 12. PERUVIANS IN AND OUT OF GOVERNMENT, AND FROM 
THE PRESIDENT ON DOWN. ARE WELL AWARE OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
SECTOR'S POOR PERFORMANCE. AND ALL RECOGNIZE THAT MORE 
RESOURCES MUST BE DEVOTED TO AGRICULTURE, THAT POLICIES 
MUST BE REFORMED AND INCENTIVES INCREASED. BUT THE 
COUNTRY'S PERILOUS FINANCIAL SITUATION. POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
IN DEALING WITH LAND REFORM AND BUREAUCRATIC INERTIA HAVE 
PROVED OBSTACLES IN GETTING MORE EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS. WE 
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ARE ENCOURAGED, HOWEVER, TO NOTE INCREASING INTEREST 
HERE IN AGRICULTURE AND ITS DEVELOPMENT AS ESSENTIAL TO 
THE COUNTRY'S OVERALL DEVELOPMENT. USAID IS CURRENTLY 
FINANCING A SERIES OF BASELINE STUDIES IN THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE THAT SHOULD PROVIDE HIGHLY USEFUL CHECK- 
POINTS AND DATA FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS. 
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3. 1 FIND THAT PERUVIAN LEADERS ARE ALSO GENERALLY 
AWARE OF THE PROJECTED WORLDWIDE FOOD SHORTAGES. BUT 
THEIR CONCERN FOR PRODUCING MORE FOOD IS MORE CLOSELY 
TIED O CURRENT PERUVIAN PROBLEMS. PARTICULARLY BALANCE 

OF PAYMENTS DIFFICULTIES, RURAL UNEMPLOYMENT AND INTERNAL 
MIGRATION. THE LEADERS HERE. PARTICULARLY INCLUDING 
THE PRESIDENT, UNDERSTAND TOO THAT UNCHECKED POPULATION 
GROWTH IS CLOSELY LINKED TO THE FOOD PROBLEM AND 
THREATENS THE COUNTRY'S RATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. BUT THEY 
BELIEVE THIS MUST BE TREATED WITH GREAT CAUTION BECAUSE 
OF RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES. 

4. 1 HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ENGAGE GENERAL CHAVEZ QUELLOPENA, 
HEAD OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING INSTITUTE, IN DISCUSSION 
ON POPULATION. SEVERAL MONTHS AGO WE MET WITH KEY 
MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF FOR AN INFORMAL TALK ON THE SUBJECT. 
THERE ARE NOW SIGNS OF MOVEMENT ON THIS FRONT. IT 
APPEARS THAT THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH IS ABOUT TO OFFER 
FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES ON A MODEST SCALE IN MINISTRY 
INSTALLATIONS. THERE IS TO BE NO PUBLICITY BUT WE EX- 
PECT A GRADUAL EXPANSION OF THE PROGRAM IF NO SERIOUS 
POLITICAL ATTACKS ON IT OCCUR. I PLAN TO CONTINUE USING 
CAUTION IN INTRODUCING THIS THEME IN MY CONVERSATIONS 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT BUT WILL ENDEAVOR TO MAKE SURE THAT 
THE LINK BETWEEN POPULATION AND FOOD IS NOT FORGOTTEN. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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